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“A timely master class for anyone interested in the future
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of learning in the Al era.” —Bill Gates
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“It was New Year’ s Day 2023 when my eleven-year-old daughter, Diya, and | decided to spend
the afternoon writing a short story together. As | set a laptop on the kitchen counter for us, Diya
landed on our story’ s premise and then began to type. Our main character was a sassy influencer.
She called her Samantha. Samantha had gotten stranded on a deserted island. “It’ s
wonderful,” | said as Diya tinkered with the story.



At which point, as if stepping into the pages of a science fiction novel or some alternate reality, Diya
typed directly to her fictional character.
Samantha then responded directly to Diya, her words appearing on the screen. “Hi Diya and Sal,
this is Samantha. This storytelling adventure you are writing is quite splendid! You’ ve created a
modern twist on the classic deserted-island tale!”
On the page, Diyatyped, “How is life on the deserted island?”

“Life on this deserted island has been quite the unexpected adventure,” Samantha replied.

“I' ve had to learn how to survive without my usual comforts, but!’ ve also discovered some
hidden talents | never knew | had!”

“What kind of talents?” Diya asked.

Samanthareplied, “Forone, |’ ve become quite skilled at building makeshift shelters using palm
leaves and branches. |’ ve also learned how to catch fish with my bare hands and start a fire using
only sticks and dry leaves!”

Without missing a beat, Diya wrote, “Whydon’ tyou use your scarf to make a hammock?”

“Use my scarf? Noway!” Samanthareplied. “Thisis a designer piece, and | can’ trisk getting
it ruined. Now, what do you say we keep writing this story I’ m in together? What should happen
next?”

“I think we should do what Samantha says,” | said.

Diya agreed. Returning to the computer, she typed, “What if, all of a sudden, Samantha’ s best
friend, Emily, appears on her sailboat. She’ s here to rescue her.”

“Ilove it!” Samantha wrote the next parton herown. “ ‘Samantha couldn’ tbelieve her
eyes when she saw her best friend, Emily, sailing toward the island on a small sailboat. She waved
her arms frantically, trying to catch Emily’ s attention. As the sailboat approached the
shore, Samantha’ s excitement grew. She couldn’ twait to tell Emily about her adventures on the
island and hear how Emily had managed to find her.’

Okay, now it’ s your turn again, Diya and Sal! Write the next two sentences, and let’ s see how
their reunion unfolds.”

So, to recap: my eleven-year-old daughter and | were now having a real conversation with a make-
believe character. This was some Kurt Vonnegut - level absurdity. The world as | knew it had
suddenly shifted toward a strange new reality.

It would never be the same again—not for us, and not for anyone else on the planet.

—— by Salman Khan



